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Season Objective  
The objective was to work to ensure that every child that wanted to play within the u4 to U6 age groups was able to play 
and have a fun and positive experience.  
 
Teams/Players  
For the U4 to U6 age groups there was a total of 337 participants for the season. The U4, U5 and U6 played in each in 
separate divisions.  Last season, the U4 and U5 were in a mixed age division.  The feeling that separating the u4 and U5 
age groups (pre-school aged children from the children who have already been in school for a year) allowed to have 
teams with players at a more uniform physical, mental and emotional maturity level.  The result was to have the coaches 
being able to provide a training plan that would appeal to most/all their players and as a result, a better, more fun 
experience for the children. 
 
Registrations for the U4 were at 74 kids compared to last season’s 61 – an increase of 13 children or roughly 21%.  At the 
U5 level, a decrease from 134 to 100 children participating over the previous year was seen – a decrease of 25%, while at 
the U6 level we saw an increase of 37 kids, up from 126 to 163, an increase of 29%. At the given age groups, boys and 
girls play together in a non-segregated format. We were able to place 40 boys and 34 girls that were U4, 68 boys and 32 
girls that were U5, and 98 boys and 65 girls that were U6. The teams were created based on age, location, gender, friend 
requests and spoken language.  An effort was made to ensure siblings within the U4 to U6 age groups played at the same 
location.   
 
Schedule  
The U4, U5 and U6 age groups were distributed among 3 locations: Potvin, Father Ward/North Vineyard and Leitrim. In 
Leitrim, there was only 1 team for U4/5 where the age groups needed to be combined to field a team and 1 larger team for 
U6. Extra pinnies were provided to allow the children to play scrimmages against each other.  
 
This year, the field allocations were determined well in advance and players were able to play, for the most part, closer to 
their home.  Without an increase in the younger age groups in the Leitrim area, there is a risk of not being able to host 
games in that location in the coming years.  
 
Coaching  
Given that the coaches are all volunteers, it can be challenging to find someone to step-up at times. There was a total of 
30 teams. A very small percent of teams were without a coach as the season approached.  Recruiting volunteers for the 
teams without a coach was feasible and by the start of the season, each team had a coach.  
 
Equipment  
Equipment pickup went well with a good amount picking up their bags at the equipment day itself and many most of the 
remaining picked them up at the office during the coaching 101 session. I believe we should, when budgets allow for it, 
continue to provide soccer balls to the children in these age groups to keep. An area for improvement could be 
documenting the number of jerseys available per kits being retained, as some bags did not have the 12 kits per team.  
This resulted in needing to change the uniforms assigned to some teams and ordering a few extra kits for other teams in 
some cases.  As usual, our equipment manager did an outstanding job in getting the children equipped and overcoming 
any concerns with respect to equipment that arose. 
 
General Recommendations  
1.  Maintain separate divisions for the U4s, U5s and U6s  

 
2.  At this age group there is a benefit to continue to determine fields with a high degree of confidence/likelihood before 

team formation starts – late March/early April if possible. 
  
3. I believe keeping standardizing dates across all age groups when teams are prepared, coaches informed, etc. would 

be beneficial to set parent and coach expectations year to year. I believe coaches should have their team information 
(including field location, first practice) at least 5 days prior to the fields being available for our use (even if just for 
practices). The club pays for the fields and players should be able to take advantage of this resource.   There is no 
harm in setting the expectation that the teams may change by a player or two. 

 
Jason Robinson  
Micros U4, U5 and U6 Age Group Director  
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